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and that it was therefore open to the Swedes for
occupation, especially after they had purchased
the Indian title. It was certainly true that the
Dutch efforts to plant colonies in that region had
failed; and since the last attempt by De Vries,
six years had elapsed.4 On the other hand, the
Dutch contended that they had in that time put
Fort Nassau in repair, although they had not oc-
cupied it, and that they kept a few persons living
along the Jersey shore of the river, possibly the
remains of the Nassau colony, to watch all who
visited it. These people had immediately notified
the Dutch governor Kieft at New Amsterdam of
the arrival of the Swedes, and he promptly issued a
protest against the intrusion. But his protest was
neither very strenuous nor was it followed up b^
hostile action, for Sweden and Holland were or
friendly terms. Sweden, the great champion of
Protestant Europe, had intervened in the Thir-
ty Years' War to save the Protestants of Ger-
many. The Dutch had just finished a similar des-
perate war of eighty years for freedom from the
papal despotism of Spain. Dutch and Swedes
had, therefore, every reason to be in sympathy
with each other.
The Swedes, a plain, strong, industrious people,